I. Introduction
New types of media and media usage emerge rapidly. At the same time, the existing instruments to secure access for national minorities to these media have-with some minor exceptions-so far remained unchanged. A main part of minority rights derive from general human rights standards, especially non-discrimination, freedom of expression, right to private life and the right of members of a linguistic minority to use their language with other members of their community.
2 Among the most fundamental individual rights are the freedom of expression and the principle of non-discrimination, established in many international treaties.
However, since the beginning of the 1990s, there have also been developing a set of secondary rights of a supportive nature, encompassing a regime of linguistic promotion. In this respect, two instruments that were established by the Council of Europe in the early 1990s and entered into force in the late 1990s stand out. They are the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (FCNM) (hereinafter "the Framework Convention") and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (EChRML) (hereinafter "the Charter"). The importance of these two instruments is not only due to their immediate relevance for media-they include detailed obligations in this field-but also due to their sophisticated monitoring mechanisms and the detailed character of the latter instrument. This article presents a preliminary exploration of the applicability of these two instruments to media in a new situation.
As will be shown in this article, the Framework Convention and the Charter were designed with such farsightedness that state parties are not only encouraged but also obliged, at least in a general sense-and in certain cases also explicitly-to act in the field of new media. However, in light of the monitoring reports of the Framework Convention and the Charter, these instruments appear so far to have been underused in this respect. 
